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all the Partners, regardless of their desire to
join NATO, to build stronger ties with the
Alliance and develop closer cooperative rela-
tionships with all their neighbors. As you will
see from the attached report, NATO Allies
and Partners have managed to create a fun-
damentally different Partnership through the
Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council (EAPC)
and PFP enhancements.

The EAPC and PFP have provided a
means for incorporating Partners into
NATO’s operation in Bosnia, assisting Alba-
nia in rebuilding its armed forces, and help-
ing Partners in Southeastern Europe cope
with the Kosovo crisis. Enhancements to
PFP provide a solid foundation for closer
NATO-Partner collaboration and a mecha-
nism for Partners to develop the interoper-
ability with NATO that will be necessary for
future NATO-led Allied/Partner missions.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development
Organization
October 5, 1999

Dear lllll:
I transmit herewith the 6-month report re-

quired under the heading ‘‘International Or-
ganizations and Programs’’ in title IV of the
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 1996
(Public Law 104–107), relating to the Korean
Peninsula Energy Development Organiza-
tion (KEDO).

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Ted Stevens,
chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking member,
Senate Committee on Appropriations; and C.W.
Bill Young, chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropriations.

Proclamation 7233—German-
American Day, 1999
October 5, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout America’s history, we have

drawn strength from the diversity of our peo-
ple. Men and women from many different
countries and cultures have arrived here, de-
termined to forge a new life in a new land,
and their talents have contributed to our na-
tional life. Germans were among the earliest
ethnic groups to emigrate to America, arriv-
ing at William Penn’s invitation more than
300 years ago. Whether motivated by the
pursuit of religious liberty, intellectual free-
dom, or economic opportunity, the millions
of Germans who have made their home in
America have played an important part in ad-
vancing the peace and prosperity that our
country enjoys today.

The achievements of notable German
Americans have enriched every aspect of our
society. The leadership of statesmen such as
President Eisenhower and Henry Kissinger
helped guide our Nation securely through
the difficult Cold War years. The military
acumen of German Americans has benefited
us—from the Revolutionary War, when
Baron Friedrich von Steuben’s training pro-
grams brought discipline and organization to
the Continental Army, to the Gulf War, when
General Norman Schwarzkopf helped lead
our troops to victory over Saddam Hussein.
Prominent authors H.L. Mencken and Theo-
dore Dreiser have enlightened our literary
tradition, while inventors George Westing-
house and Charles Steinmetz have fueled our
technological advancement. The world of
American sports has been energized by out-
standing athletes of German descent, provid-
ing a showcase for the talents of such greats
as Babe Ruth and Lou Gehrig.

But by focusing on the achievements of
prominent individuals, we risk understating
the overall importance of the German herit-
age to our Nation’s strength and develop-
ment. Today, nearly one-quarter of all Amer-
icans can trace their ancestry to Germany,
just as our English language finds its roots


